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RBVQJQ n J.Bu.rke .6. S. Po
National Catholie Var Council,
933 14th St.

laghingbton, DeCo

My Decr Fathor Burkejs

I have reuad,very attentively,
"Soelal Leconstruction” sevoral timese as fur ss I am
able to judge the document is very good. I have just
sent you a telegram asking you whether you sent this
dGocument to the other Bisi.ops,as that wes promised =t
our meeting in New York. Of course I will have to w:it
until I hear from them before I em give you any finsl
decision in thismatler or tell you to go ahead and printe
I am writing at present,so that if they give me their
views in the affirvmative I can send you & té egrem to
g0 ehe&ad

As this is a mo:t importent snd fere-reaching
document®,and will b e very closely viewed by the hhler=-
archy snd by nonfCatholies,snd will be subjeet to the
c¢losest serutiny,you must have every importent state=-
men® cerefully pes ed on by the very best authorities
thet we hav in the churchs. I personslly cannot see sny
objection,but of course I do not presume to be in a
vosition of technicsl education to pass on sll statements
that have been madees I would esll your attention on page
#8 to the word "morally" in the phruse"and a great number
of other activitles for which they are morelly snd
physically unfitted", I think some other word should be
used to e xpregs the ides,

Again on page #10 "on grounds,both of justice
and sound economics ecteesto resist wage reduction"4Is
not this too sweeping? Would it not be better to say
"to resist eny general wage reduetion™? as wage reductiors
mey be absolutely necescary in sone cacefe

48 2 pronowncement I personclly think it is very
good indeed,but as & program it seens to me indéfinite,
Perhaps 1t 1s only intended us a promouncementybut as
Scon a8 our people get this,they will necessarily ask
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the question «"Vhat cen we do and how are we to do
it?" There is not in this & single line of direction
to & pastor,to a soc#4l worker,or to & soclety as to
how they could take part in this important work.In
other words it is not mede precticel or appliecds Even
if we sent this document to every priest in the United
States,it would not accomplish very much,unless some
directlon as to how to act would glso be giveneFPerhaps
the second,and to me more important,fecature cf cur
work has been fully eleborated by the committee,but
if so,there is no word imdicating it i1 this document,
end if priests or socleties teke up the suggegstions
without directlon,instead of & uniform method of
procedure we will,I am afrsid have & weriety that will
be co fusing. All that is sald is herdly o soelel pro=
gram,but only a pronouncement on social problems, Ve
must,it seems to me,send out precise directions to our
workers. They are all &k ing"Vhalt cen we do and how do
you wish us to do I%"? - and these gquestions are no
angwered. We will be wesk and our wrk will amount to
nothing worth while until these gquertions gre snswered
in & definite,precise snd directive form. Justv &8 soon
as I hear from the other Bishops I will telegraph youe

I am very truly yours,

Chairmane



